talk of fighting against social, political and economic injustice; but both
become instruments of thrusting injustice on society.

We have reached a situation where what Gandhiji wanted to do as
a priority socio-economic programme in India is not possible because
today there is not even one leader having mass appeal, who can arouse
the people for sacrifice while there is a need for a dozen Mahatmas. The
battle for economic and social freedom is more complex and difficult
than the struggle for freedom from the foreign yoke. The left movement
is divided while the Naxalite movement is fragmented and is unable to
project an integrated world-view to enthuse the Indian people as a whole.
The latest developments in the socialist world are shaking even deeply
held ideologies and their application to the third-world countries. It is no
more a polarised world between socialism and imperialism. It is
becoming an interdependent world where market economies are being
termed radical concepts by the acknowledged Marxist leaders for uplifting
economies in the socialist world. The need to build a non-violent world
is challenging the ingenuinity of thoughtful persons all over the globe to
devise strategies for peaceful methods of transforming different
underdeveloped and developing nations into modern states. All orthodox
dogmas - capitalist and socialist - have failed to answer the historical
demand for change.

India and the world are not going to remain static. They are going
to evolve a process of change even if the present leadership of the
mainstream political parties taking part in the parliamentary process or
of those who call themselves radical are unable to raise' themselves to
the challenges. The issue is how far they can measure themselves to
the realities of the present situation, how much capacity they have to
unlearn and relearn? The seeds of future lie in the womb of the present.
Those seeds lie scattered all over the country and in all walks of life.
There are sensitive leaders in all political parties, in the administration,
among the academics and teachers, journalists doctors and lawyers, the
peasant and labour leaders. The need is to shake up mental lethargies,
self-interest, egoism and fear.

Fear of the new and clinging to the old
That is the critical moment in a nations' life.
If we are genuine and realistic, all of us will realise that neither a
massive armed struggle is possible, nor a series of continuous adhoc